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1970 47 17 23 13
1975 44 15 30 11
1980 47 12 31 10
1985 46 8 36 10
1990 45 9 37
1995 44 12 36
2000 50 10 32
2005 43 13 37
2010 42 9 40 10
2013* 47 11 34 8

* 20134 BAAFRE 3747
Z}&t: 2013 Economic Report of the President, The White House, U.S. Government, Table B-80.
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(F 4) YEE R |IRBe| HatRo|
(=H91: gk grel)
Aw 714 w23 o e A2l
1978 66.5 31.8 8.3 NA
1980 934 353 13.1 NA
1982 106.7 43.2 22.9 NA
1984 122.4 48.4 28.3 NA
1986 111.4 542 34.0 NA
1988 152.3 58.0 32.9 NA
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1996 407.7 71.8 335 536.5
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2000 669.7 104.7 54.0 817.6
2002 615.5 96.1 68.6 719.3
2004 769.4 101.6 77.1 1,014.2
2006 631.7 88.9 67.1 703.0

AL : J. Manza(2012), p.149.
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Abstract

Winner-take-all Politics
in the United States and Its Consequences

Joon Koo Lee

The Americans saw the inequality in their income distribution began to increase
dramatically toward the end of the 1970s. The pace of the increase was so rapid
that the equalizing effects that have been working during the past forty some years
were almost annihilated in a short period of time. As a result, the American society
snapped back to the state of the 1920s when extreme inequality was prevalent. Many
of the hypotheses economists have presented to explain such an abrupt change in the
state of income distribution prove to be insufficient to illuminate the whole picture.
That makes us to try to search for non-economic factors which have worked as the
major reasons for rapidly increasing inequality. The answer that has been found
in this paper is the rise of neo-liberalism which leads to the sweeping success of
conservatives in the American politics. Conservatives who have been a chronic minor
force for nearly two decades began to build up their muscle in the late 1960s with
a firm determination to win back the hegemony of the American politics. With the
trouncing victory of Ronald Reagan in the 1980 Presidential election, the conservative
revolution that they had dreamed of have finally came true. Behind this sweeping
success of conservatives, there were extremely well organized and highly motivated
conservative movements whose elitist and grass-roots organizations mounted heavy
attacks on the liberal establishments. The conservative movements, a triad of
economic conservatives, socio-cultural conservatives and religious rights, proved to be
a highly effective force in eliciting enthusiastic support for conservative causes. As
successive Republican presidents pushed ahead with a series of neo-liberal agenda,

grounds were laid for what J. Hacker and P. Pierson called ‘winner-take-all’ politics.
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The dire consequence of this winner-take-all politics is the rapid increase in inequality

and polarization of the American society that we witness today.

Keywords: Neo-liberalism, Conservative movements, Inequality, Tax cut, Winner-

take-all politics



